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DOCUMENTS 

LETTERS OF A FIFTH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEER 
Edited by R. G. Plumb 

From time to time side lights upon the real life of the 
soldier boys of ? 61 are afforded by the finding of letters 
written by them during their years of service. Such a series 
recently came to light in the correspondence of James H. 
Leonard/ Company A of the Fifth Wisconsin Infantry. 
This young patriot before the breaking out of the civil strife 
was a school-teacher at Branch, Manitowoc County. His 
letters show a thoughtfulness and power of expression often 
lacking in the missives of less educated boys. These letters 
were addressed to Mary Sheldon, later Mrs. P. J. Pierce of 
Manitowoc. 

Company A left Manitowoc June 23, 1861 on the Good- 
rich steamer, Comet. Upon arrival at Madison its members 
were inducted into the United States service at Camp Ran- 
dall. The Madison State Journal of the time noted that 
"They are strong, hardy men from the lumbering districts, 

1 James H. Leonard was born in 1843 in Brooklyn, N. Y., whither his father 
Stephen and his mother Mary Howard Leonard had removed from England. 
Stephen Leonard was a sea captain and died when his son was sixteen years of 
age. The same year young Leonard migrated to Wisconsin, where he made his 
home at Manitowoc. In the winter of 1860-61 he studied for a time at Madison. 
When he enlisted May 4, 1861 in the Manitowoc Company A of the Fifth Wis- 
consin Volunteers he was scarcely eighteen years of age, but had already taught 
school in Manitowoc County. His war history is related in the following letters. 
He received a gunshot wound in his arm at Rappahannock Station. When his 
term of enlistment expired he was offered a first lieutenant's commission, but 
declined it, and was mustered out July 27, 1864. Thereafter he returned to 
Manitowoc and continued teaching. In 1868 he was one of two survivors of the 
ill-fated steamship Seabird that was burned off Kenosha. The previous year 
Mr. Leonard had married Martha Gould of Kenosha, and in July, 1874 the 
Leonards removed to Green Bay. There Mr. Leonard was city superintendent 
of schools from 1878 to 1885. In 1889 he was appointed collector of internal 
revenue. After the expiration of his term in 1893 he entered the life insurance 
business. Mr. Leonard was a member of Green Bay Methodist Church and for 
several years superintendent of the Sunday school. He was also connected with 
the Knights of Pythias and other societies. He died in 1901. His only daughter, 
Mrs. Fay Jones, a graduate of Lawrence College, now resides in Aurora, Illinois. 
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From a war-time daguerreotype 
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who have been well drilled in machinery but have not been 
exercised in the manual of arms." The captain of Company 
A was popular with his men. In front of his tent at the camp 
white pebbles were utilized to make this inscription: "Captain 
Clark, God Bless Him." During the war the record of the 
Fifth Wisconsin was a noble one. After the first battle of 
Bull Run the regiment was hurried to the front where the 
first of these letters was written. 

Camp Cobb Near Washington 
August 15th 1861 
Friend Mary 

I was much pleased to receive your kind letter in connection with 
Lucretia's last Saturday I had just wrote a letter to Jerry, and 
Sunday I wrote to Keed knowing that if I did not write Sunday I 
should not have an opportunity again for a few days, having to go 
out or picket duty, on which I started early Monday morning and 
was stationed about six miles from our camp up the Potomac Our 
pickets from this division (Gen McClellans) extend all along up the 
Potomac until they meet those thrown out from Harpers Ferry by 
Gen Banks, and thus the whole line is continually guarded. I re- 
turned from such duty this (Thursday) morning This is my first 
and greatest excuse for not answering your note before though ac- 
cording to the mail facilities I should not be surprised if this arrived 
at the Branch as quick as Keed's and Jerry's, and now I have got at 
it I find it a very difficult task, for it is a new thing for me to write 
to ladies, in addition to all this The acquaintance between us being 
my term of service in the war But there is a commencement to 
everything they say and so there must be a commencement of writing 
to ladies, in addition to all this The acquaintance between us being 
of a very limited nature makes it difficult to write anything that will 
interest you But when I do the best I can I trust you will bear with 
the dullness thereof Your note as well as Lucretia's was as surpris- 
ing to me as it was cheering and welcome and as I believe I men- 
tioned to Jerry once, every such manifestation of friendship on the 
part of those that we left behind us helps to increase our courage and 
remove to a great extent the lonesomeness and troubles which crosses 
our pathway with such backers and companions as we have in the 
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army with us and knowing that we have the sympathy of nearly all in 
the North and a number in the South, it would be almost impossible 
for the greatest coward to be anything but a brave man here, and 
then believing that God is on our side and feeling that we have such 
prayers as you prayed in your letter that God would prosper us and 
bring us off victoriously and restore peace to our country once more, 
we are enabled to have stronger hopes that we shall succeed, and the 
war be closed sooner than though we only were dependent on our own 
strength and though some of us may come to our end on the field, it 
is good to feel that we die in a glorious cause, a cause on which not 
only depends to a great extent in the success thereof the happiness 
not only of us that live at present, but the future generations through- 
out the world but I forbear on saying anymore on this subject for I 
know that it is deeds that are expected of us soldiers and not words, 
and I have been talking all my life for the cause of liberty but now 
the time is nigh at hand when I shall have a chance to aid by deed this 
cause and I shrink not from doing my duty. We have in our regi- 
ment seven ladies, namely the wife of the Colonel, the wives of four of 
the Captains, the daughter of the Surgeon and Miss Eliza T Wilson 
who is styled the daughter of the regiment Miss Wilson is the 
daughter of a wealthy mill owner at Menomonee There is one 
company in our regiment (the pinery rifles) which is composed almost 
wholly of men who have been a long time in her fathers employ and 
she accompanied them to camp and has been with the regiment ever 
since I understand she is engaged to the orderly sargeant of the 
company She goes in bloomer costume acts as hospital assistant 
and is a noble hearted girl Some of the boys have raised one hundred 
and fifty dollars for the purpose of purchasing a gold watch to 
present her, There is continual movement of troops in this vicinity 
Three months volunteers going home, and three years volunteers 
coming out We feel somewhat disheartened over the news of the 
death of Gen Lyon and the partial defeat of our troops in Missouri, 
but we do not despair of success there finally, though the western 
division of the army is separated by a distance from us it has in the 
person of Gen Fremont a leader than whom we believe there is no 
better commander lives at the present day I would wish that this 
could be as interesting to you as yours was to me but I have no such 
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hope I close by repeating the request that I made to Keed that I 
may hear from you and her often 

I remain your friend 

James H Leonard 2 

Headquarters Fifth Regt., Wis Vol Camp Advance, Co. A 
Fairfax Co Virginia Sept 12th 1861 
Miss M E Sheldon 

I now find myself seated for the purpose of once more writing to 
you With my knapsack as a chair and my bayonet for a candlestick 
I proceed to work, We still lie in the same place as at the date of my 
letter to Lucretia, We had an engagement yesterday at Falls 
Church vicinity There was a couple of rebel batteries erected there, 
and they were supported by a number of infantry and cavalry, Our 
forces or rather a detachment of them were sent out for the purpose 
of capturing them, The rebels retreated at their first appearance, 
but rallied again and made a desperate effort to flank our troops but 
did not succeed, The Commanding General of our forces, General 
Smith, then invited them to come out of the woods and give battle on 
the open field, To this they would not consent but immediately 
opened fire on the union forces which was returned in good earnest 
from our side and their batteries were soon silenced, they retreated 
through the woods and could not again be found and We were left in 
quiet possession of the field, and where the flag of treason waved in 
the morning We planted the Star Spangled Banner in the afternoon, 
I say We, but in this case I am like a great many folks in the world 
who can always spell We without an I in it * * * By We I mean the 
whole Union Force and not our regiment, for we had no part in the 
battle which lasted but a short time, We were marched out in a 
hurry as were several other regiments, but the artillery which went 
ahead of us had finished the work and our regiment arrived on the 
ground just in time to be too late We were a little sore after walking 
so far in such a hurry and then not do any good, but it was well 
enough as it was, and we marched back to our quarters again The 
loss of the U S troops were Seven killed Six wounded and Three 

3 The above letter was enclosed in a small envelope bearing the picture of 
a globe with a draped figure, representing the United States, wrapped in the flag 
and surmounted by an eagle, beneath which is the inscription "Wrapt in its folds 
the WHOLE COUNTRY shines resplendent through its Stars." 
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missing The loss of the Secesh is estimated at over one hundred but 
is not known for certain Those who have charge of the matter here 
did not intend to have another Bull Run affair, for want of reinforce- 
ments, as in two hours from the firing of the first gun, there were no 
less than Seventy Thousand Soldiers on the march for the scene of 
action by various routes, This, the first opportunity that has been 
had of testing the judgment and ability of Gen McClellan as com- 
mander in chief of the forces here, though small as it was, goes to 
show that the confidence which is had in him has not been misplaced 
With such men in supreme command as McClellan, Wool, and Fre- 
mont, and such a man, at the head of the government, to guide the 
whole, as Abraham Lincoln, I think that none have any reason to 
doubt as to the result, that is if the people of the North will only 
leave the work in their hands, and quit finding fault and growling, 
and complaining about their doings as are a large portion of the 
Northern press continually, when at the same time they thus find 
fault, they know not what they are finding fault with, All the good 
that this growling at the movements of those who have charge of the 
matter, does, is to remove the courage from the hearts of thousands 
of the brave soldiers, who are on the tented field, and also to keep 
back others from enlisting, who otherwise would, And it is evident 
that everything that those in power at Washington have undertaken, 
and which has been ramsacked to pieces and the intentions of the ad- 
ministration misplaced, and thus caused to be murmured at, every- 
thing I say that they have undertaken has come out successfully in 
the end and then it is invariably that those who have been loudest in 
denunciation of their measures have come out strongest in their 
praise I have strained on this matter, while I suppose I might per- 
haps have found something more interesting for a letter, but I had 
just set down after reading an article in the Manitowoc Pilot in this 
same complaining style which somewhat disgusted me, and I had to 
give vent to my feelings a little, besides I want to let my friends know 
that I have a confidence in Lincoln, Scott, Cameron, & Fremont & 
McClellan and I hope they have also I also see in the same paper an 
article, that the Administration disapproved of the recent proclama- 
tion of Gen Fremont declaring martial law throughout Missouri and 
giving freedom to the slaves of rebel masters, while it is well known 
here that it meets the approbation of the administration fully, To 
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day we arrested a spy inside our lines This we did have a hand in 
for the arrest was made by Lieutenant Walker, myself and one other 
private of the Manitowoc Co Gaurds, He had about him a pass 
from L. P. Walker the Secretary of War of the Confederate States 
allowing him to pass their posts everywhere also several other papers 
of importance We took him to the headquarters of General Smith 
where he was recognized as one who had taken the oath of allegiance 
to the U S government twice already This shows what regard these 
fellows have for an oath, The President and Lady were out here to 
view our work day before yesterday I with a dozen others of our 
boys had the honor of shaking hands, and holding a short conversa- 
tion with him, He was as free with us poor soldier boys as though 
he was one of us, I have made such poor composition and so many 
mistakes in this, that I should go to work and write a new one had I 
the time but I have not, to night and I shall not have time to morrow, 
as Co A [h]as to go out as escort to the engineers, it is kind of good to 
have a great name and I like to belong to a company that has a great 
name, but the Manitowoc Guards have too good a name for their own 
good for they have such a great name that they have to do about 
everything that is to be done, Whenever the General wants an 
escort, or the surveyors want a gaurd or almost anything else, it is 
pretty Certain that Co A of Fifth Wisconsin will be called on and 
thus we are kept going about all the time while other companies have 

lots of time to rest 

* * * 

Camp Griffin Nov 5th 1861 
Miss M E Sheldon 

I received yours of October 27th and was happy to hear from 
you as I am at all times to hear from home and as it is sometime since 
any correspondence has passed between us I reply to your letter at 
once though I know I have nothing that will interest you as nothing 
new has taken place here lately Through the mercies of our 
Heavenly Father I am still enjoying good health and the other 
Branch boys also except Aaron who has suffered from a severe cold 
during the past few days but is recovering now He is promoted to 
Corporal now, not a very important office to be sure, but still his 
getting the appointment shows that he performs his duty well and 
that his services are appreciated The Branch boys are all in one 
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tent now I and Aaron have been together in tenting and everything 
else ever since we left Manitowoc and last week I worked it so as to 
get Jim Whealan in with us, and by thus getting all in one tent it 
seems more like home to us The other members of our tent are 
Frank Greenman George Croissant and R Dukelow Our tents are 
getting rather worse for wear they leak very bad now when it rains 
which is very often, I dont know what we will do if we have to stay 
in them through the winter but of this it is useless to trouble our- 
selves, for sufficient unto, the day is the evil thereof, and it becomes us 
not to borrow trouble from the future when we know not whether the 
trouble will ever come upon us or not We live middling well here 
for the present We have hard crackers for breakfast, hard crackers 
for dinner and for supper we have hard crackers. This however is 
only about half the time, The other half we have soft bread from 
the government bakery at Washington, which goes very good though 
a loaf of home made bread would taste far better We have also a 
middling share of meat, beans, rice, hominy, coffee and sugar furn- 
ished us by government In our tent we have a treasury into which 
each one in the tent puts in about two dollars per month and with 
this fund we keep ourselves liberally supplied with, butter, Molasses 
potatoes tea, milk, when we are near farmers where we can buy it, 
and other luxuries and thus we make it go very well and have no 
reason to complain as far as eating is concerned at all 

There has no change taken place in our army here of late except 
the retirement of Lieutenant General Scott from the supreme com- 
mand of the army and the assuming of the supreme command by Gen 
McClellan and while we regret the loss of the services and the ad- 
vantage of the experience of Scott we can but rejoice that we have a 
man to take his place who promises so well by his services and deeds 
in the past as does Gen McClellan and it is to be hoped that the 
Lord will guide and prosper him and the army under him and that 
the people will not be disappointed in their expectations from him 
But they must not judge of him too hastily or accuse him of being 
slow before they understand matters fully They must know that 
there is great preparations to be made and I am sure no one wants 
him to march his army on when they are only partly ready We 
have not ignorant men to contend with but men educated in the same 
school and in the same course of life with our own Generals There 
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was never a war of the same magnitude as this that progressed any 
faster in the beginning, 

I see Manitowoc County is doing tip top in turning out Soldiers for 
the war I was afraid at one time that Waldo would not get his 
company filled, but I am glad both for his sake and the credit of the 
county that it is filled and from a long, familiar, confidential 
acquaintance with him I am satisfied that he will make a good officer, 
and Likewise his Second Lieut D A Shove with whom I was probably 
more intimately acquainted than any other person in Manitowoc. 

* * * 

Camp Griffin Dec 5th 1861 
Respected Friend 

I received your welcome letter last Sunday evening, and at that 
time I proposed to answer it the next morning but when morning 
came with it came an order for Co A to go out on a scouting expedi- 
tion which occupied all that day, the next day we had to go out again 
and today I with thirteen others were designated to chop wood for the 
use of the General and the members of his staff and for fear I may 
again [be] deprived of the opportunity of answering your letter to 
morrow I have determined to set down and do so this evening I am 
always too happy to receive letters from my friends, to delay very 
long in writing back to them, the more especially as I know the 
longer I delay in writing, the longer it will be before I hear from 
them again, and when I have an unanswered letter on my hands I feel 
as though part of my duty was undone I have often thought, as 
regards writing to you, the same as you expressed in your last 
letter, but I have consoled myself with the idea that I would do the 
best I could and trusted to your good nature to bear with it and it 
always gives me fresh courage to hear from my friends As I think 
of the friends that are at home which I do every day, how much more 
cheering it is to know that those friends are unanimous in their 
opinions on the questions which now are at issue and to know that I 
have the well wishes of them all not only for myself but for the cause 
of my country I say how much more cheering is it to k[n]ow this 
than though they were divided in their opinions and we had the sym- 
pathies of only half of them Well now for the news from this neigh- 
borhood which there is not much to tell of however Things are as yet 
comparatively quiet, and for aught I know they will remain so for a 
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time The scouting expeditions which I mentioned at the com- 
mencement of these lines were the first duty aside from drilling and 
picket and the other regular camp duties, that we have done for some 
time The one of Monday was for the purpose of foraging, this 
consisted of five companies from our regiment and three from the 
6th Maine and one from the 3d Vermont under the command of Lieut 
Col Brisband, We were in the vicinity of Fairfax Court House, 
We see no signs of any secesh, anywhere, We got considerable hay 
&c for Uncle Sam, besides some chickens, ducks, geese, and other 
luxuries for ourselves some of the boys paid for what they got and 
some did not, Tuesday the expedition from this division consisted 
of some twenty five hundred men under the command of Capt Mott of 
Motts Battery This was for the purpose of acting jointly with 
similar expeditions from the divisions of General McCall and General 
Porter for the purpose of surrounding and capturing a body of rebel 
cavalry supposed to number about fifteen hundred which had been 
seen several times of late in the vicinity of Hunters Mills about eight 
miles from our lines in the direction of Leesburgh, We got around 
on all sides of the place and closed in upon it, but they were not 
there We scouted the woods in the vicinity but could discover no 
signs of them, so we returned to our camp pretty well tired out and 
without having captured any secessionists, but in the room thereof 
the most of us catched bad colds and pretty severe sore throats 
Disease seems to increase among us of late There is a much larger 
number of our regiment on the sick list at present than was ever 
before The Small Pox is raging in some regiments on the left of the 
line it has not yet found its way into any of the regiments in our 
immediate neighborhood Occasionally we receive in our midst one of 
those warnings which remind us that death is liable to come upon us 
as well off as on the battle field, But we have not had near so many 
cases of death in our regiment as in some others Thus far we have 
had only six deaths I had no idea there were so many dying around 
me as there is Last Sunday I took a stroll over to the place where 
the dead of our division have been buried since we came to Camp 
Griffin which is not quite two months and I was a little surprised to 
find on counting the graves, that out of our division numbering 
fourteen regiments there had been some one hundred and eighty four 
deaths There graves are almost as nice as they are in our public 
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burying grounds and each one has a board at the head with the name, 
age, and native place of the party on also the regiment to which he 
belonged, and this together with the place of their burial is also 
registered on a book in the Secretary of War's office in Washington, 
so that if their friends should wish to obtain their bodies, they can 
readily find out there whereabouts Last Thursday being Thanks- 
giving Day in our state we kept it here in our camp, that is we done 
no duty for that day, We, that is a few of us, held a prayer meet- 
ing in the afternoon, but the most of the boys spent the day as they 
do the most of their leisure time in gambling Gov Randall was 
with us in the evening and tarried with us till the following after- 
noon Judge A Scott Sloan was with us Sunday evening and made a 
brief but pointed address to the regiment on the questions involved 
in the war, Congress has got to work now in the city and we may 
probably expect some lively debates on the differences of opinion held 
by them on various questions The Presidents message is liked very 
much here It is not stretched out as have been the messages of late 
Presidents into a long string of political harangues, and arguments, 
but is filled wholly with sound and wise recommendations It all 
reads as coming from a man who is wholly a statesman and who is 
governed wholly by the desire to serve his country and to do good 
The capture of Messrs Mason and Slidell, so our prisoners say is the 
severest blow that has yet come upon the rebels, This with the 
capture of Port Royal, the effectually blockading of Charleston, 
Savannah, and other Southern ports by sinking stone boats in their 
mouths the other expeditions fitting out to go on the Southern coast, 
and the large expedition which is now nearly ready to start down the 
Mississippi should satisfy us all that the government is really in 
earnest and teach all to wait patiently 

* * * 

Camp Griffin Jan 11th 1862 
Miss Sheldon 

I received your interesting letter of the 29th of Dec and was very 
glad to hear from you again and to learn that you and all of your 
folks were well How true is the old verse 
Time fast slips away 
First by moments, then the day 
Short the time appears 
But it soon amounts to years 
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To look back it seems but a very short time since the commencement 
of the year 1861, and as I passed away the hours of January of last 
year pleasantly in the old log school house at Spring Creek, little did 
I think that the following New Year would find me on a tented field in 
Virginia or that such a war would be upon our country as now is. To 
be sure Secession had commenced and was strutting [a] broad in the 
land at that time, and we had an old simpleton in the presidential 
chair, who seemed to care but little what became of the country or its 
interests, but rather on the contrary seemed all along to sympathize 
with, and give aid to those that were endeavoring to overthrow our 
government, but still we hoped that the difficulties would be settled in 
peace We waited anxiously for the inauguration of the new Presi- 
dent and after Mr Lincoln had taken his seat, we still hoped for peace 
and we did not relinquish this hope until the rebels opened their guns 
on the small half starved garrison in Fort Sumpter and when the 
war commenced then nor for a long time afterward did we think that 
it would ever reach such an altitude as it has come to, * * * 

The weather is more like May than it is like January We had 
one cold night, the night of the 7th inst, it froze severely, but com- 
menced to thaw again the next day, and in the evening it commenced 
to rain and kept it up until this morning, making out an old fashioned, 
down east, three days storm, The news here is still the same, viz 
nothing done I think we had better take the old cry of the Crimean 
war, Sebastapol aint taken yet, and alter it so as to have it read 
Manassas aint taken yet, to suit us, and to suit the rebels it should 
read Washington ain't taken yet 

I am off duty again having caught another severe cold on the 
one I already had by going on a foraging expedition on the 7th I 
am not sorry I went however for I learnt considerable I see prep- 
eration for a great battle all laid out and everything put in position 
for a big fight, There was some thirty two regiments numbering 
about twenty three thousand men, comprising the divisions of Gens 
Smith, McCall, and part of the division of Gen Porter and two regts 
of Cavalry and five batteries of artillery belonging to those divisions, 
the whole was under the command of Gen Smith There was along 
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with the troops about three hundred, four horse teams and wagon and 
they all returned home loaded with oats, corn, wheat in the sheaf 
hay &c We were out to within three miles of the enemys encamp- 
ments at Centreville, which we could see quite plainly, The regi- 
ments were scattered all over to the right and left so as to prevent the 
enemy from flanking the advance column, but no sight was seen of 
any enemy, We were out with the farthest, Gen Smith or Gen Han- 
cock would not think of going toward the enemys lines without hav- 
ing Co A of the 5th Wisconsin along with them 
Co B & Co G were also out on the advance the rest of our regiment 
took the part of flankers back some ways. We had to march pretty 
lively going out and got in a perspiration and after getting to our 
journeys end we had to stand still for about three hours and thus 
many of us caught cold, I wish that the Secesh would come as near 
to our lines with such an expedition for the purpose of stealing our 
hay &c I am strongly inclined to the idea that they would go back 
minus a few men and teams There are two German members of our 
Co in the hospital here and one member, Albert Payne, has been some 
time in the union hospital in the city of Georgetown We have not 
heard from him since he went there. * * * I scarcely know what to 
think concerning our affairs with England She seems determined 
to pick a quarrel with us, I hope to see it avoided if it can be done 
honorably, but the mind of nearly everyone in the army here, is to go 
to war with her in preference to dishonoring ourselves to please her ; 
We had the pleasure during the past week, of eating some cake, pre- 
serves, &c that came from Manitowoc, I had a good share in the 
lot, a present from Mrs Goodenow, We have a regular school in our 
tent almost every evening There are fourteen of us in it Once 
in a while we have a spelling school in which all of the Americans in 
our company take a part, I have to act as teacher, I am more 
competent for a scholar, but the rest of the boys insisted on my taking 
the position and for the sake of getting the thing started I accepted 
it, We have lots of time, and can benefit ourselves greatly and at 
the same time keep ourselves out of mischief The school is not very 
orderly, there is considerable laughing and talking and I cannot 
punish them because I do about as much of it as any of them, The 
Branches that we exercise in are Spelling, Reading, & Ciphering I 
would get a sett of books all through and study, but we know not how 
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soon we will have to move nor how often and we have enough clothes 
to carry to make a good heavy load and consequently could not carry 
the books Christmas and New Years is past and we still remain 
here, We now begin to speculate as to whether we will be home by 
the 4th of July 



Camp Griffin March 9th 1862 
Miss Sheldon 

I received your letter of Feb 23d and now proceed to return the 
compliment as far as I am able There is but little to write about as 
is usual here and in addition to this fact I do not feel in a very lively 
mood I have come in off picket this morning having had a three days 
job of it Thursday morning I went on in place of another man 
whom I knew was not really able to go on, The next day was my 
own turn and so I remained on and the next morning the brigade 
went out on a reconnaissance and when the time came that we should 
have been relieved an aid of the Generals came out and informed us 
that we would have to remain on gaurd until the troops returned and 
so we settled down for another twenty four hours 
I and the rest of the Manitowoc Co boys are well, there is not one of 
them in the hospital at present I guess Spring has commenced here 
now To day is as fine a day as I ever have seen, it seems too nice a 
day almost, to spend in camp The last few days have also been very 
pleasant, it would be first rate sugar weather, were it in Wisconsin 
I should like very much to be home for a few days during sugar season 
and share in the pleasures of the same, I sometimes feel satisfied that 
the war will be ended and the volunteers return home by next harvest 
time while at other times it looks gloomy and I think if we get home 
by next Spring we will be doing well, We are in continual excitement 
and have expectations of moving towards Manassas all the while, 
We have orders about two or three times every week to pack up and 
get ready to move but still we do not move, There has no very im- 
portant riovement taken place on the Potomac of late except the 
crossing cf Gen Banks division into Virginia week before last and the 
taking of the rebel stronghold Leesburg last Friday You will see 
the account of the latter in the papers which I will send you at the 
same time that I mail this The rebels seem to be well drilled in 
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running, The signs of the times at present seem to indicate that 
this army here is to fight sooner or later the battle that is to decide 
the war, but in time of war all signs fail and nothing is certain that 
is not fully in the grasp, a man can scarcely believe his own eyes 
here I never was in a place before where a man could not depend on 
anything, I should not be at all surprised if some morning should 
find Manassas evacuated and the Jeff Davis Government on its way 
from Richmond to some more Southern point * * * I understand one 
of our company wrote to Jane Eatough that I was the only one in our 
company who did not drink liquor This is a libel on the company for 
there is full one half of the company that I am positive have not tasted 
a drop of liquor since they have been in camp, my two companions 
from the Branch included in this number and it is only once in a great 
while that any of them get any for Gen McClellan does not allow the 
soldiers to have it, 



Camp No 20 in the; Field 

Near Chickahominy River June 15th [1862] 
Friend Mary 

Your last letter was duly received a few days since I had almost 
given up all ideas of ever hearing from you again except by way of 
others, but you are perfectly excusable for the delay, I have no 
important news to communicate and therefore despair of any hope of 
interesting you in these lines however I will do the best I can under 
the circumstances 

I am enjoying good health as yet There is considerable sickness 
though in our army which appears to be increasing Those of us 
who are blessed with good health have great reason to feel grateful to 
God for sickness in the army is above all sad events the least desirable 
When one is sick, his own companions have so much duty devolving 
on them that they have scarcely any time to help him and the Sur- 
geons care but little for him and very often his own mates sneer at 
and make light of him I have known of cases in our regiment where 
boys have been lingering under sickness and finally died whilst Sur- 
geons and the officers and members of their own companies have kept 
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up the cry that they were playing sick for the purpose of getting 
rid of duty but I am happy to say that no such occurrence has ever 
transpired in Co A We still lie in the same place as when I last wrote 
to Jerry with the exception that we have moved back a few rods, 
The rebels got a little saucy and commenced throwing over shells 
occasionally, they killed one man and wounded another, both cavalry- 
man, which is a small loss considering the number of shots they have 
fired, Gen Hancock deemed it advisable to move back from the open 
field in which we were encamped into the woods where we would have 
protection, Last Friday Gen Smith sent word to Gen McClellan in 
regard to this rebel battery an dasked permission to go over with 
his division and capture it but McClellan refused, as that would be 
apt to bring on a general engagement, which he did not wish for yet, 
The rebels show every sign of making a determined resistance here, 
but as they done the same at Yorktown laboring on new fortifica- 
tions up to almost the very night on which they evacuated, it would 
not surprise us in the least to find them leaving here yet without a 
fight, Yesterday being Sunday and having nothing else to do I took 
a stroll over the recent battle ground at Fair Oaks, it was a fearful 
sight Trees, Fences, Bushes, and every thing around is literally torn 
to pieces with Bulletts and Shell, The signs of the terrible slaughter 
were yet to be seen on the ground and the fields were filled with the 
graves of both Union and Secesh Soldiers Our men being buried on 
one side and the Southerners on the other As I looked upon the 
graves of the Union men I thought of the many mothers, sisters, 
brothers, wives, and children, that were probably at that time weeping 
for them, and whose only comfort was the assurance that they had 
died in a good cause, and the hopes of meeting them in happiness in 
the world, to come, and as in turn I gazed upon the graves of the poor 
Southerners who had fallen in this fight, I could but think that they 
as well as others had left those at home who esteemed and loved them 
and whose hearts were now saddened, and the sorrow of their friends 
must be all the sadder, because that posterity shall write over them, 
Sincere, and self-sacrificing, but misguided victims to a causeless and 
therefore wicked rebellion The graves of every soldier here seemed 
to cry out for punishment on those who instigated this war The 
leaders of this rebellion must receive that punishment which is justly 
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theirs, Mercy to them would be Cruelty to Civilization We have 
got our fortifications at this point finished, and are now to work at 
building roads, and bridges, We had two distinguished visitors to 
our camp last week — viz — Gen Prim the commander of the Spanish 
forces recently sent to Mexico, and Gen Burnside who commands our 
forces in North Carolina They were both received with the ac- 
customed military salutes and with the cheers of the Soldiers, which 
latter, especially were heartily given for the Gallant Burnside for 
whom this army has more respect than any other General excepting 
of course our own McClellan General Prim reviewed the army and 
complimented the appearance and discipline of the Soldiers very 
highly He said he thought that our army was all composed of green 
men but on the contrary he found it equal to any of the best trained 
armies of Europe He also complimented the strategy of Gen Mc- 
Clellan at Yorktown very highly, Reinforcements are arriving here 
every day I know not how much our army here numbers now De- 
serters from the rebels, report their army as in very poor condition, 
living on half rations &c Gen Lee, who now commands them, in the 
absence of Gen Johnston, who was wounded in the late battle, made a 
speech to his army a few days ago in which he told them that they 
had made their last retreat and henceforth their watchword must 
be victory or death. 



Camp Near Aquia Creek 
Virginia Dec 1st 1862 
Friend Mary 

I received a letter from Keed last week, and as I had written a 
letter to her a few days before, I concluded to answer her letter by 
writing to you judging it a good opportunity of reopening corre- 
spondence with you, Perhaps you will think it a curious way of 
doing business, but it will pass in war There is so little transpiring 
here of any importance, that it becomes exceedingly difficult to write 
a letter that will prove interesting, I trust you will pardon the 
dullness of this one, I seldom have to stop and study for some- 
thing to write but I am compelled to do so this time, We lay per- 
fectly quiet here as much so as though we had no enemy to contend 
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with. We are in the Left Grand Wing or Division which is in the 
rear at present I have not seen a rebel or loaded my gun since I have 
been here, the right of our army rests on the Rappahannock 
opposite the city of Fredericksburg, Gen Sumner demanded the 
surrender of that city ten days ago, giving them sixteen hours to re- 
move the women, children, sick, and aged, at the expiration of which 
time he was to shell the town unless it was surrendered as demanded, 
It was not surrendered and still stands without being bombarded 
There are various reasons given for this delay but nobody except our 
leaders know for certain what causes it, some think it is on account 
of supplies, some think that we are waiting for some other force (the 
Banks Expedition perhaps) that is going to cooperate with us, while 
others think that this is merely a feint to attract their attention this 
way and that Gen Burnside intends to suddenly transfer his forces by 
means of transports to the other side of Richmond in the vicinity of 
Suffolk &c This last idea seems to be the opinion of the Richmond 
papers also, Yesterday and To day there has been a rumor circu- 
lated through camp to the effect that there was an Armistice for 
forty days between the two armies, Also another one that our 
division was going into Winter quarters here and gaurd the Railroad 
I as yet do not believe either report, but I would wish that the latter, 
might prove true The weather here is very changeable just now; 
about half and half ; The inhabitants in this neighborhood are awful 
hard up, I am satisfied that they will suffer dreadfully this winter 
Last Friday I was on picket I had the charge of four posts, one of 
them was at a house in which lived a man with his wife a[nd] five small 
children and if there ever was destitution in a house, there was in 
that one He had nothing but about six bushels of corn on which to 
live Our forces under Gen Pope took part of his produce last fall 
and after Pope retreated the rebels took pretty much all that re- 
mained He told me that he knew of some 9 families around the heads 
of which were in the rebel army and the folks had nothing Virginians 
will be all used up if the war lasts another year, 
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Camp Near White's Church, 

Virginia, Dec 28th 1862 
Dear Friend 

* * * We are laying in our old camp yet where we have been since 
the recent defeat at Fredericksburg It seems to be the general 
opinion that this army will do nothing more this winter, however we 
cannot tell Some of us have prepared comfortable winter quarters 
for ourselves, Sergeant Goodwin, Sergeant Ennert and Myself have 
built us a log cabin of which many a poor family in Wisconsin might 
be proud of, If we do not have to move or change camp, we three 
are all right until spring, There is quite a change in our opinions 
and wishes since this time last year, then we laid in Winter quarters 
on the Potomac and were all the time grumbling because we were not 
put in the field in active service, now all hands are anxious to be 
ordered into Winter quarters, this change of ideas has been purchased 
at a dear rate, and the army cannot be blamed for it Since the late 
battle at this point everything has looked dark to me and I have 
almost given up the last hope, I trust you had as good a time on 
Christmas as you expected, it was rather a dull time here, it was a 
real pleasant day though, Our Christmas meals consisted of the 
following (that is our tent and the rest were about the same) 
Crackers, Coffee, & Pork for Breakfast, Pork, coffee & crackers for 
dinner, and Coffee, crackers & pork for supper, In the afternoon I 
received a visit from some of my old schoolmates who are in the 1st 
Long Island regiment, this took off part of the lonesomeness of the 
day, I have received an invitation to spend New Years with some 
acquaintances in the 31st N Y and expect to have something of a 
good time, unless some unforeseen event should prevent it Not quite 
as good as though I were at home But I have no cause of complaint 
after having been permitted to enjoy so long a visit at home as 
/ was allowed last fall, while so many of my companions were endur- 
ing the fatigues of long marches and battles God Grant that in his 
providence this may be the last New Years that we shall have to 
spend in the army, Those of us who are here, have great reason to 
praise God for his goodness to us in preserving our lives and per- 
mitting us to enjoy as good health as we do while others equally as 
good and some better are suffering from wounds received in battle, 
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and thousands of others have offered their lives on the altar of their 
country, or I should say Our Country I perceive by the papers that 
the Congressional Committee has concluded their investigation as to 
the cause of the late disaster at Fredericksburg The result is that 
all of the officers clear themselves and nobody is held to blame for it 
Well that is the way all these things come out in the end I think 
that if they had left us our old General (Little Mac) we should not 
now been mourning over a bad defeat, Not but I consider Gen Burn- 
side a true man and a man of great ability, but do not consider him 
capable of handling so large a body of men as the Army of the 
Potomac, Our Colonel who has been with us since the regiment was 
first formed has resigned and taken his leave of us It seemed hard 
to us to have him go, We have none of our original field officers left 
now, Our Second Lieutenant James Macomber has also resigned 
and leaves us in a couple of days He was my tent mate all last spring 
and summer and it seems like losing a brother to have him go, There 
are so many of the old hands leaving and new recruits come in that it 
scarcely seems like the same regiment, 



Camp Neak Belle Plains Va 
April 1st 1863 
Miss Sheldon 

Your interesting letter of March 14th reached me yesterday and 
was read with much satisfaction Your excuse for the delay in 
answering my former letter is a good one and is accepted I know 
the duties of a school marm require about all of her attention and 
then she can hardly do justice, and if she has a contrary set of 
scholars to deal with, it is so much the worse for her, it is almost 
as bad as having to act as Sergeant of the Gaurd around camp here, 
The Sergeant has the whole gaurd numbering thirty six men under 
his command, they are divided into three reliefs of twelve men each, 
one of these reliefs is on post at a time, and the Sergeant is required 
to keep the rest at the gaurd station, not allowing more than two to 
be gone at any one time and should the Officer of the day, the Gen- 
eral or the Colonel or any of the field officers happen around and find 
more than two men absent, the Sergeant is liable to be punished, 
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The men all know this but still they will be contrary and you have to 
keep your eye on them all the while or they are bound to steal away 
from you and go to their quarters The Sergeant hates to come 
down on them for he is thus liable to gain their ill will and he will be 
talked of all through the camp by them, as big of his feelings putting 
on style &c, still they all know that he is obliged to thus retain them 
in order to save his own head, I have been on sometimes this winter 
when I believe that it would have tried the patience of Job to be Ser- 
geant of the Gaurd, at any rate it has used mine all up and a long 
ways beyond sometimes, I always dread being detailed for camp 
gaurd on brigade and division gaurds it is easier because there is a 
Lieutenant over you on them, and he must stand all responsibilities 
We still remain in our old place as when I wrote you before, The 
weather has been very, very, severe of late, There is four inches of 
snow on the ground at the present time and the weather out doors is 
freezing cold, talk about your winters in the sunny south, but I 
never see it any worse at this time of year anywhere that I have 
ever been We expected to march about ten days ago and our officers 
made us pack up our overcoats and all the extra blankets which we 
did not need for summer, to be sent to Washington to be stored until 
next fall We all wish now that we had them back again, at any 
rate I am mighty glad that we did not march for it would be rather 
tough to lay in line of battle some of these nights Yesterday was 
kept in Solemnity through this army in honor to the memory of Maj 
Gen Sumner He was very much respected by this army, of which 
he has been one of the chief officers from the time of its organization 
to a very short time previous to his death Though we shall never 
again witness his old grey head as he rides along our lines, we have 
his example left us, and his name will be remembered as long as the 
American army has a place in history. You speak of your fear of 
the negroes that are freed coming up north I think that there is 
but very little danger of that, Southern climate is better suited to 
them and if they can live there as free people and get paid for their 
labor they will stay there in preference to going up North For my 
part I want to see the whole of them out of the country altogether, 
The idea is preached by the copperheads up north that we are now 
fighting to free the slaves, the exact reverse is true, We free the 
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slaves to stop the fighting I was over to the 6th Wis last week [to] 
see Dr. Preston, he is Brigade Surgeon now, his health has improved 
very much of late, he looks much better than when he was home last 
fall he told me that he had sent for Frank and expected him out 
here in a few days 

Henry Baetz the Captain of the German company that left Mani- 
towoc last fall, is now Major of the 26th Wisconsin We have con- 
siderable sports in our camp in the way of jumping playing ball &c 
and once in a while we have a lively game at snowballing with three 
or four hundred in the game at once Occasionally they get up a 
dance in the evenings at which lots of the boys enjoy themselves 
There are about forty of my old schoolmates in the 15th N Y and I 
have made many a good visit with them this winter, it is very 
pleasant to set down and chat about our old play times and laugh 
over the quarrels we had then 

As regards war news there is none here We are eagerly watching 
the papers in hopes to hear of the fall of Vicksburg, if Gen Grant 
succeeds in Capturing that point and opening the Mississippi it will 
be a hard blow to rebeldom and will go a great ways towards ending 
the war, This is the first day of April and the boys have practiced 
much of the April fool on each other, My health is good and also 
all in our company with whom you are acquainted Aaron Gibson is 
now 2nd Lieutenant of our company, 



Camp Near White. Oak Church 
May 14th 1863 
Dear Friend 

Having to day to myself I will endeavor to pen a few lines to you 
in answer to your last, which I read with much pleasure, 

We are once more safely stowed away in camp in almost the 
same place that we were encamped last winter when Burnside was in 
command Everything is agreeable and pleasant except that it 
seems lonesome at times, We miss very much the familiar voices and 
jovialness of many old comrades who were killed and wounded in the 
late battle, in the squad over which I have charge, there were 
eighteen previous to the crossing of the river and now there is only 



Letters of a Fifth Wisconsin Volunteer 73 

seven, Every American in it was either killed or wounded, I can 
hardly make myself believe that our boys were killed, it seems more 
like a dream than a reality, with the exception of this sorrow for 
our fallen comrades those of us that are left are in good health and 
good spirits, and just as ready to meet the enemy now as ever we were 
I never knew the boys to come out of a fight so little discouraged as 
at the present, excepting after the battle of Williamsburg The fact 
of the case is, though we did come back to this side of the river We 
do not consider ourselves as whipped by a considerable, The enemy 
got punished far worse than we did on every occasion save one, that 
was when the Germans of the 11th Corps played the part of cowards 
and ran at the first volley Those that were engaged in the fight on 
the right at Chancellorsville say that they had to retire on account 
of the rapid rise in the river and creeks which impeded their progress, 
Where we of the 6th Corps were, on the left I know, it was desperate 
enough, especially on the occasion of the storming of St Mareye's 
Heights on Sunday the 3d inst and the battle in the Wilderness on 
the 4th, The rebel papers claim the latter as a victory but admit 
that it was the dearest bought victory to them of the whole war 
They had us surrounded with all of our communications cut off in 
short they had us penned up in a twenty acre lot, the force opposed 
to us was heavily reinforced and largely outnumbered us, they were 
sure that they were going to get our whole force as prisoners, but they 
had got hold of the wrong bird this time, they pitched in first at one 
point, then at another but they never drove us back a foot anywhere, 
Our batterys made fearful havoc among them mowing them down by 
hundreds, After repulsing them at every point through the day we 
cut our way through them at night and recrossed the river, after 
driving them from their strong intrenchments in the rear of Fred- 
ericksburg and losing so many men I felt as though I would just about 
as live died as to withdraw again without having accomplished our 
object, but once on this side and learning all particulars I was well 
satisfied that it was the best that could have been done They have 
not used our regiment very well though, they have broken up the 
Light Brigade and have assigned us to a strange division This is 
the second time they have done this, We were first, in the famous 
old Hancock Brigade which gained a great reputation and was 
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known all over the army East and West Last winter we were put 
into the Light Brigade, commonly called the Flying Division, and 
just as this institution had gained a great name it was broken up, 
One consolation however we have, they let our old hand to hand 
comrades of the 6th Maine go along with us, We could not enjoy 
war without them, nor they without us. Richmond Papers of Mon- 
day convey the intelligence of the death of Stonewall Jackson from 
wounds received in the late battles Over this news I must admit 
that I have both feelings of joy and feelings of sorrow, Joy at the 
fact that the rebellion is ridden of one of its ablest leaders, and sor- 
row in the loss to the world of so brave and virtuous a man, Rebel 
though he was, he was gallant and manly, and was admired, by every 
one that ever had anything to do with him, for his noble qualities, 
He was one of those many instances recorded in the worlds history, 
of a good man, being deceived, into lending himself to a bad cause, 
Now that he no longer can harm us, we can but say, peace to his 
ashes, Last Sunday General Lee sent over to Gen Hooker request- 
ing him to send over and take care of the wounded that were left 
behind, as he, Lee, had not Surgeons and medicine enough for his own 
men scarcely, and the cause of humanity demanded that the wounded 
should be taken care of at once, By this it would appear that the 
rebels were getting a little more civilized than they were, A year ago 
they would kill our wounded on the field, The weather of the last 
few days has been rather warmer than was necessary for comfort 
The trees are just leaved out and every thing looks green and nice, 
the inhabitants here, what few are left, say that it is the latest spring 
they ever see in this state We are encamped in a nice grove at 
present, There is not enough of the regiment left to make a re- 
spectable appearance on drill, so all the duty that we have is a recita- 
tion school of the commissioned officers in the forenoon and of the 
Sergeants in the afternoon We generally do not have our lessons 
very well, I never could content myself to set down and study the 
tactics yet, it is the only study that I ever undertook, that I could not 
get interested in and nearly all the sergeants say they are in the same 
fix The only reason I can assign for this is that we all calculate to 
get out of military life as soon as possible and after our time is out, 
the knowledge of the tactics will be of no benefit to us * * * 
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Let me state a simple instance as regards myself and the late 
election that took place in Co. A for Chief Justice of Wisconsin 
The morning of election day the Captain and Lieutenants asked me 
and the Orderly our opinion in regard to holding an election, The 
Captain was rather against it, fearing that very few of the boys 
would vote as was the case last fall, I almost sided with him but I 
and the Orderly both advised to open a poll, and take what votes 
could be got, He finally consented to commence on the condition 
that I would act as runner and speak to, or rather electioneer the 
boys in the company, I declined at first, advising the selection of 
some one who as I thought had more influence than myself Finally 
however I consented just to satisfy the Captain and Lieutenant but 
satisfied in my own mind that I could accomplish but little I went to 
work and first brought up all those whom I knew to be sure and then 
I set at those who were a little wavering or careless and by some 
talking got them up, then I went at those who are true Union men 
but still cling to party, all that was needed with them, was to satisfy 
them that Mr Cothren was a Copperhead and we had the papers 
to do that The result was that 53 votes were polled every man in the 
company voting who was old enough, save one before the polls were 
opened I would not have believed that 30 votes could be obtained 
unless he set some one to work who had more influence than me, I 
wish though that I could have more influence in the temperance cause 
here Whiskey rations are occasionally dealt out now and I am 
the only one in our Co who does not use his ration, it is rather em- 
barrassing to thus be an odd member of a family with the rest joking 
you on the matter, but I have withstood these temptations thus far 
and I hope by the sustaining grace of God to hold out firm to the end. 



New York August 8th 1863 
Much Respected Friend 

Yours of July 26th was received yesterday, and was glad to hear 
that you and all friends were well, and I have the pleasure of inform- 
ing you that I also am still in the enjoyment of this great blessing of 
the Almighty, good health, Since I last wrote you we have changed 
our base somewhat The 5th Wis is no longer part and parcel of 
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the Army of the Potomac We were sent to New York a week ago, 
we were informed at that time that it was for the purpose of tending 
to the rioters here and enforcing the draft It is now believed by our 
officers that we will remain here all the rest of our term, should it be 
so, I assure you none of us will be very sorry, two years in the front 
with such campaigning as we have had is enough to satisfy the ambi- 
tion of almost any soldier, They have put us to drilling at heavy 
artillery, on Governors Island, there are two forts on the Island, 
Fort Columbus and Castle Williams, they mount guns of all sizes 
from thirty two pounders to two hundred pounders, I have charge/ 
of a sixty four pounder, we have named it the Lady Washington 
there are eight men and a sergeant to each piece, The 1st Massa- 
chusetts is here with us, They are first rate fellows, but I would 
rather have our old comrades of the 6th Maine with us, they have 
been our right hand men in every battle, we were always as brothers 
together and it comes hard for us to be seperated The other two 
regiments that came with us, the 20th Indiana and the 37th Massa- 
chusetts have been sent to Fort Hamilton some five miles from here 
there is great preperations going on here; building new defences, 
strengthening and enlarging the old ones mounting heavier guns 
&c &c &c, it looks very much as though our Government had strong 
suspicions of a foreign war, a couple of months more and Mr Johnny 
Bull and Mr Louis Napoleon will find a very nice time of it if they 
endeavor to approach N Y with any of their men of war I think they 
had better let American affairs alone and hope that they will so do 
Everything goes brisk and lively here I should judge so at least, 
by the boat loads of excursionists of both sexes that go down the bay 
here every day The war is not felt here at all you may say, I am 
not of a very jealous disposition, I like to see everybody enjoy 
themselves, but I must say that it is a little provoking to see how 
these thousands of young men hereabouts are, and have been enjoying 
themselves while we have been marching lying in swamps and having a 
tough time of it in general and now when some of them are wanted to 
go to the assistance of those that have been fighting for them for 
over two years, they get up a row and resist the governmental authori- 
ties, We have had a couple of very hot days since we have been here, 
Last Tuesday the thermometer stood ninety six in the shade and 
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131 in the sun, there were a number of cases of sun stroke in the 
cities, Generally though there is a cool breeze comes off the bay 
which makes it tolerable pleasant, We have got rid of our little 
shelter tents and are provided with good tents and sleeping appara- 
tuses, it seems good to have a tent that we can stand up in &c instead 
of having to lie down all the time as in the shelter tents 

We also are provided with better food than we have been used to 
receiving and likewise we can get the soldiers extras, butter, milk, &c 
at reasonable prices, There is however considerable disease among 
the boys caused partly by change of water and climate but mostly I 
think from a too free use of liquor and beer on the road here and 
since they have been on the Island, I have been unable to get over 
to N Y yet, but day before yesterday I got a pass to Brooklyn and 
went out on a visit to my brothers widow, I could only stay about 
three hours as I had to be back in twelve hours from the time of leav- 
ing, so that it was not much of a visit, it does not seem so much like 
home here as I thought it would though it is delightful to get 
among among old acquaintances, schoolmates & companions of our 
childhood, but having been away so long Wisconsin seems the most 
like home to me, and it is there that I long to get back to, I have 
traveled considerable at Uncle Sams expense but I never expected 
that he would send me to these parts, he has however and I hope he 
will let us remain at this post until he sees fit to send us to Wisconsin, 
None of us are very anxious for service in Virginia again 



Goshen N Y Oct 8th 1863 
Mary 

* * * As you will perceive by the heading of this letter we are now 
in Goshen Orange County N Y, We came to this point day before 
yesterday, the purpose is to enforce the draft which is now taking 
place and preserve order &c Goshen is a place of about six thousand 
inhabitants and famous for the largest dairies in the U S We are 
now having a good time drinking the Orange Co milk and eating 
some of the famous Goshen butter The latter is excellent I tell you 
and comes in double good play as compared with the third class but- 
ter that we have been in the habit of getting, in the army and at N Y 
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and at Albany also it was about impossible for us to buy any good 
butter, here it is given to us, have the best living here that we have 
had any place since leaving Wisconsin The Union people here were 
very glad to see us come, some of them had got prepared to move 
away the same evening we came Everything is quiet now but there is 
little doubt that had there been no soldiers sent to this point, there 
would have been a serious disturbance, The Copperheads are largely 
in the majority in the City and in addition to these, there is a large 
number of Irish employed on the Erie Rail Road which runs through 
here and they would all have joined in the affair, especially if they 
once got a little whiskey in them 

I do not think we will stay here any longer than this week, where 
we will then go it is impossible for me to tell at present, perhaps to 
Virginia but I hope not, I am willing to go anywheres that I am or- 
dered but still I have a choice of service and would rather stay in 
N Y City, I was never so tired of any place out of Virginia before 
the war or since it commenced as I was of Albany A meaner people 
in general I never came across There were of course some honor- 
able exceptions but they were few, 

Time flies pretty swiftly with us here but I have seen the time that it 
dragged very slow, it seemed as though a week was long enough for 
two months, it still however looks quite a while ahead to the end of our 
term especially if they keep us until July instead of May next as the 
talk now is that they will so do, however if the Lord preserves our 
health it will not be long in passing and then it will fill our hearts 
with joy to greet our friends once more I wish I could say as you 
do that scarcely an hour passes but I accomplish something, there is 
day after day passes that I accomplish scarcely anything, do but 
very little good to myself or any one else, it is hard to spend such a 
valuable part of my life in such a way but it is the will of the Lord 
that it should be so and I feel that I am doing my duty and nothing 
more, You wish to know if I have any hope of the war being ended 
soon, I have a hope that nine months will see the fighting over and 
that one year from now will see peace fully restored and the stars 
and stripes waving in triumph over all of our broad country and 
proclaiming protection and liberty to all, who come under its 
folds * * * 



Letters of a Fifth Wisconsin Volunteer 79 

I think there is but little danger of any foreign nations pitching 
in now, The defeat of Gen Rosecrans (if defeat it can be called) 
only checked us for a few days, and Bragg was defeated in his object, 
as much as Rosecrans was in his, and according to all accounts his 
loss was heavier In Albany when the news first came that our forces 
had been driven back you would hear rejoicing and laughing over it 
all over the city Some of the 5th got into rows with some of them 
and gave them a good threshing, and as much as we may be opposed 
to fighting in general we cannot blame our boys, to hear the slaughter 
and defeat of our comrades in the field chuckled over and made sport 
of is more than our natures can endure and furthermore I do not 
think it is our duty to endure such conduct and conversation in our 
presence The disaster that I and most of the soldiers fear the most 
is that these copperhead party may succeed in carrying the elec- 
tions in two or three of the large states through lies and misrepre- 
sentations and thus assist in prolonging the war by working against 
the Authorities at Washington But I pray the Lord for the best 



Havenwood Hospital 
Washington Dec 13th 1863 
Respected Fbiend 

Your letter of Nov 2nd after a long delay which neither you or I 
could prevent reached me some four days ago and I now proceed 
to scribble off a few lines in return I hardly think I will be able 
to make out a letter, As I wrote in my letter to Keed I am getting 
along very well though not as fast as I expected It has rained all 
day yesterday and so far today which makes it very gloomy and the 
damp air doesnt agree with our wounds, it makes them pain far 
worse than usual, it fairly makes me ache all over just as I have 
heard some old folks complain of the rheumatism, my arm aches so 
that it is difficult for me to write, but I determined that I would not 
put off writing to you beyond to day, for I know the sooner I write, 
the sooner I will stand a chance to get a letter from you again; I 
wish you success in your new school, though I suppose it is rather 
hard for Louisa to lose your company up in that lonesome region; 
For her sake I would wish that you had again got the Kossuth school, 
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I have not heard from my company for some time but guess that 
what is left of them are getting along well, Those of them that are 
wounded are in other hospitals than this and I have not learned 
how they are getting along, there are some of our regiment here but 
none of our company, Two wounded rebels are in the same ward 
with me. they receive just the same treatment as our own men, 
they are both very associable fellows, live in New Orleans, One of 
them named Adams was formerly from Philadelphia, he is a very 
smart intelligent young man and thus is quite a contrast to the 
most of the Southern soldiers; His father is a Commodore in our 
navy and his brother is a Captain in the same service, they have 
both been here to see him, He is a secessionist of the most extreme 
kind, he says he thinks we will conquer them but he will never live 
under our government again, he will go to England or South America ; 
The papers state that the Army of the Potomac are now going into 
winter quarters, it is also rumored that Gen Meade is to be removed 
from the command and that his successor will be either Gen Hooker 
or Gen Thomas, I do not think Gen Meade has yet done anything 
for which he should be removed, but if he is to be I think that the 
army would be well satisfied to get Hooker back, The victories in 
the west give great joy here; To the Army of the Potomac it is 
highly satisfactory as it has given a fair chance for a comparison of 
the fighting qualities of the Eastern and Western armies To us, 
especially those of us from the Western states it has been extremely 
mortifying as we have from time to time read extracts from home 
papers reflecting on this army and bragging on the armies of Grant 
and Rosecrans as superior to us, It is true they have been more 
successful in what they have undertaken than we have been but they 
have not fought under the disadvantages that we have, and it is a 
source of pride to us that in the last battle in Tennessee, the soldiers 
of the 11th & 12th Corps which are a part of this army proved them- 
selves as brave and competent as did the soldiers of the other armies, 
neither are we ashamed of the gallant conduct of the 9th Corps which 
went west with Gen Burnside ; I have seen letters from the 3d Wis in 
the 12th Corps in which they say that they find a vast difference be- 
tween the unwilling conscripts of Braggs army and the willing volun- 
teers of Lees Army in Virginia We have just received the message 
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of President Lincoln and also the message of the so called President 
Davis, I notice considerable difference in their tone, the former is 
wrote in the language of a Gentleman and is full of cheerfulness and 
encouragement; the latter is a strain of sorrow intermingled with 
anger and continual complaint, 

You inquire if I rejoice over the result of the recent elections, most 
certainly I do, they have greatly increased our faith of ultimate 
success, Last year when the elections in New York Penn & other 
states went against the Union party, it caused a cloud of gloom to 
come over the whole army and many of them were ready to give up in 
despair, and when followed by the disastrous defeat at Fredericksburg 
which took place just one year ago today, the boys lost nearly all 
confidence, but a great change has been wrought since, it is but 
another proof of the old adage 

The mills of God grind slow 
But they grind exceeding sure. 

I repeat the following language of Rev Henry Ward Beecher 

We find transcendent mercies intermingled with our afflictions 
Our night has been long, its hours dark, its dreams troubled and its 
watchings most weary, but it has had its stars too, and they have 
led on the morning whose twilight is already on the hills Our day is 
at hand, The nation is to live, it has gone through severe trial, it 
has been tested in fire and has come out safe 

Not the strength of our hand but the strength of our heart is the 
sign that God means to save us, Not only the increasing military 
successes, but also the growth of popular determination as mani- 
fested in the late elections, that victory shall represent political 
liberty these are the signs of the future and in these signs we shal 
conquer May God hasten on the day 



Near Petersburg Va 
June 26th 1864 
Miss Sheldon 

I now commence to write you a letter according to promise, but I 
must admit that after having delayed so long I feel ashamed to write 
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at all, An arduous, long, and overburdening campaign together with 
declining health, have kept me so that I have not felt much like writ- 
ing or doing anything else, except what I was obliged for to do; 
had I remained on duty at the front I should probably ere this been 
sick in hospital, but I happened to be fortunate enough to get the 
chance of going to the rear and making out the discharge papers of 
the regiment prior to its being mustered out of the service on the 
twelfth of next month. So I have a pretty quiet time of it, and 
manage to keep up though. I feel about threefourths sick all the 
while, The weather is exceedingly and Tremendously hot and fear- 
fully dry, the ground is fairly baked to a crust, We have had no 
rain since — well I cannot remember when, I learn that you are 
suffering in Wisconsin the same way; Notwithstanding the hot 
weather and drouth, the battle rages here all the while, While I 
write the roar of artillery from the battlefield around Petersburg is 
continually sounding in my ear, Fearful have been the losses thus 
far in the contest, and thousands more must probably be added to 
the list before the object of the campaign is attained but the end 
must come in due time, The Capture of Richmond may not take 
place for the next three months, it may not take place this season, 
but fall it eventually must before Grant and Meade get through with 
it This has been a hard campaign, The wonder is that so many 
have stood it through so far, Never has the history of any war 
contained an account of such a steady perseverance on one part or 
such a stubborn resistance on the other part as has been manifested 
by the Union and Rebel armies in this campaign, Aaron Gibson is 
back again, having recovered from his wound which was a slight one 
on the top of the head. There are now eighteen men for duty in Co 
A I hope and trust they may all come out safe and sound, it seems 
awful hard for the boys to have to risk their lives now when their 
time is so near up We have twenty eight of the old men all told, 
sick, well, wounded, & detached, to go home to Manitowoc, providing 
no more get killed, 

* * * 

Miss Mary 

As my time is so near out and this is probably the last letter that 
will ever pass between us I cannot seal it up without enclosing to you 



Letters of a Fifth Wisconsin Volunteer 83 

my heartfelt thanks for the favor you have done me by correspond- 
ing with me during my period of service in the army, Many a time 
have your letters helped to drive away the lonesomeness of camp life 
and mak[e] bright and joyful, hours which otherwise would have been 
dark and weary; For this favor I shall always feel grateful, and 
hereafter in whatever part of the world I may be whenever I think of 
my soldiers life, those will be remembered who aided and cheered my 
spirits during that life, foremost among which I may mention your- 
self Keed, Sarah Gibson &c — 

Yours Truly 

J H Leonard 



